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SUBMISSION TRACK  A B S T R A C T  
Submitted : 30 July 2025 The goal of this research was to identify the teachers' euphemism language 

in language learning, as well as the roles of euphemism in supporting 

students' language learning. This was a qualitative research that used a 

descriptive case study approach. This qualitative descriptive study 

explored teachers’ use of euphemism in language learning and examined 

its role in supporting students’ learning motivation.  This study's 

participants included students and teachers from Madura University. Data 

on euphemism and its effects on language development were gathered 

through observation and interviews. The results of the study showed that 

there were five euphemisms used by instructors in language learning: (1) 

outspoken, (2) large boned, (3) curvaceous, (4) distinctive, and (5) 

exceptional. 25 % of students claim that professors use "outspoken" 

instead of "bossy", "big boned" instead of "large", "curvy" instead of "fat", 

"unique" instead of "odd or weird", and "special" instead of "conforming 

with expectations". Teachers employed euphemisms in language learning 

to avoid using taboo words, to save pupils from losing face, to reduce 

students' fear, and to motivate them. According to the student responses, 

62.5 % students declared that the usage of euphemism was to avoid taboo 

words, 12.5  % students believed that it was to prevent losing face of the 

students, and 12.5 % students’ claimed that it decreased the anxiety level 

of the students, and 12.5 % students stated that was to inspire the students. 

It indicated that proper words, phrases, clauses, sentences, and utterances 

in language acquisition were essential for motivating pupils and creating a 

meaningful language environment. These findings highlight the 

importance of polite and motivating linguistic strategies in fostering 

effective learning interactions in higher education. 
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Introduction  

Euphemisms are courteous terms used in educational settings to soften 

uncomfortable or delicate subjects, fostering a relaxed environment, lowering anxiety, and 

fostering a relationship between educators and students. Saying that a pupil is "developing 

in that area" rather than "struggling" or that a teacher is "let go" rather than "fired" are two 

examples. This tactic can promote involvement in language learning and build resilience 

(HS 2019) and (Amiruddin and Tafrilyanto 2018). Euphemisms are gentle or kind terms 

used in educational contexts in place of words or phrases that may come off as harsh, 

direct, or disagreeable. Euphemisms are frequently used by educators, administrators, and 

students to politely and respectfully convey delicate concepts. 

Euphemism helps instructors and students uphold the standards of civility. In 

academic discussions, ideas are frequently criticized, disputed, or evaluated. Euphemistic 

language enables users to:  Disagree in a tactful way:  Rather than saying, "Your argument 

is incorrect," a teacher may say,  "That's an intriguing idea, but maybe it could be expanded 
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upon."  Provide courteous feedback:  Instead of saying "Your writing is confusing," say 

"Your writing could benefit from more clarity" (Education 2023). In order to engage in 

intellectual conversation, students must learn how to be courteous and sensitive to others. 

Sensitive subjects like failure, poor performance, or personal difficulties are frequently 

discussed in higher education. When dealing with such problems, euphemism helps 

students feel less anxious and preserve their dignity. Academic counselors may soften 

institutional language by using terms like "academic probation" rather than "failure," and 

lecturers may say things like "you might want to revisit this concept" rather than "you don't 

understand this." promotes psychological safety, which increases students' receptivity to 

criticism and willingness to engage in the learning process (Yildiz 2021), (Khalil and 

Mohammed 2024; Mustofa et al. 2025). Multicultural and multilingual classrooms are 

common in higher education. When discussing delicate topics like politics, religion, gender, 

or race, euphemisms serve as cultural politeness tools that help prevent misunderstandings 

or offence. Demonstrates how indirectness and politeness techniques vary throughout 

languages and cultures, improving students' intercultural competency. 

Euphemisms are frequently used by teachers to strike a balance between authority 

and approachability. This helps sustain positive teacher–student relationships and manage 

classroom hierarchies tactfully. Example: “Let’s revisit this later” instead of “You’re 

wrong.” “You may want to review the citation style” instead of “You didn’t follow the 

instructions.” Reinforces constructive dialogue and mutual respect in academic 

communication. In higher education, euphemism plays a pedagogical role beyond 

politeness—it shapes how knowledge, critique, and feedback are exchanged. It fosters a 

respectful, inclusive, and reflective learning environment, encourages critical language 

awareness, and prepares students for professional communication in academic and 

workplace settings. 

Language teaching is the process of conveying a language to learners via the 

phenomena of the teachers. It should be used as a guide to gain all aspects of language. It 

may speak about all aspects of language, such as social, cultural, lexicon, syntax, and so 

on. Sociolinguistics studies language education in relation to society and culture. It dissects 

language in relation to social characteristics such as class, age, gender, and ethnicity, 

allowing language users to use it appropriately. 

Euphemism means well-spoken. Euphemism is a more subtle expression as a 

substitute for an expression that is felt to be rude, which is considered harmful, or which is 

unpleasant for the purpose of giving a good impression (Putri et al. 2022). Euphemism is a 

word or phrase that replaces a forbidden term or is used to avoid anything frightening or 

unpleasant. Euphemisms are employed as an alternative to expressions that are not liked, to 

avoid losing face, either one's own or that of the listener or a third party, in order to not 

harm them (Gernsbacher et al. 2016). Language is employed to identify the context in 

which it is being used, as well as to express one's identity and position in relation to the 

listener. 

Euphemism is described as a nice or indirect manner of pronouncing an unpleasant 

or unfriendly term as a global phenomenon. Euphemism may be used to substitute or avoid 

harsh or impolite phrases is referred to as a euphemism (Gernsbacher et al. 2016). 

Euphemism expressions are extensively employed in every culture of civilization as a 

communication tool to suit particular communicative demands, demonstrate humility, 

respect, and civility. This method may result in a positive social relationship. Harmony is a 

https://doi.org/10.33503/journey.v6i2.2769
https://doi.org/10.33503/journey.v6i2.2769


Journey 

P-ISSN 2623-0356 

E-ISSN 2654-5586 

 

 

                 

 

238  

(2025), 8 (2): 236–243          

Journal of English Language and Pedagogy 

https://doi.org/10.33503/journey.v8i2.180

38  

communication maxim, and the dialogue reaches a harmonic level when the addressee feels 

delighted with the addresser's remarks. When the name for an unpleasant concept is 

insulting, euphemism is employed to avoid it. 

Euphemism is an attempt to replace words that have a harsh taste value with words 

or expressions that are considered to have a more subtle taste value (Yildiz 2021). Certain 

words change into words that are harsh in nature, for example the word prison or jail. 

Therefore, then people prefer to use the expression penitentiary rather than the word prison 

or prison. Likewise, the replacement of the words blind, deaf, homeless, with the 

expressions blind, deaf, homeless and so on. 

The use of euphemisms at Teachers Training and Education Faculty of Madura 

University always refers to increasing the meaning of words; the new meaning is 

considered better or higher in value than the old meaning. With euphemisms, the person to 

whom the word or sequence of words is applied does not really feel its meaning 

psychologically. This is not surprising because language is also a feeling. People seem 

reluctant to use words or word sequences that contain strong meanings with the aim that the 

reader or listener does not offend them. Symptoms like this show the ability of language 

users to take advantage of all the potential contained in their language. However, 

euphemism is actually not only related to replacing words that have a rough taste with 

words that have a subtle value, but also related to taboo or taboo words. Therefore, the use 

of euphemisms has a lot to do with humans, both related to the body, human nature, human 

actions, and social reality that are considered bad. This study is aiming to find out in details 

the language euphemism; the influences of it on language learning. The research questions 

in this study are: what are the teachers’ euphemism languages in language learning? And 

what are the roles of euphemism in supporting students' language learning? 

 

Research Method 

A case study methodology was employed in this qualitative investigation. This 

study examined uncontrollable hypothetical occurrences (Watson 2015) and (Larsen-

Freeman and Long 2014). The information on teachers' euphemism and its effects on 

language learning was obtained through observations and interviews, and respondents were 

asked questions about how teachers interact with students, oversee the teaching process, ask 

questions, get their opinions, and use appropriate methods. The process of euphemism is 

closely examined using the observation technique, and data on how euphemism impacts 

language acquisition is gathered using the interview approach.  Additionally, the 

components of the investigation focus on how social situations affect their capacity to 

provide feedback. 

Participants in the research comprised both teachers and students. Third-, fifth-, and 

seventh-semester students comprise them as well as nine teachers. Forty-four pupils 

including the teachers were the subjects of the study. Convince sampling is used as a 

sample technique due to the time that participants have available. Saturation determines the 

quantity of students that take part. 

In this study, human instruments are the main tool. Human instruments are used to 

choose the research's topic, choose informants as data sources, collect data, evaluate the 

quality of the data, analyses, interpret, and draw conclusions from the results (Sriram 

2023). Interviews and observation served as secondary data collection methods. 
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The information was gathered through observation and interviews, with 

documentation serving as a backup. This research used questioning and observation to learn 

about how teachers provide input to their students. The objective of the documentation is to 

uncover and record information on the activities of instructors and students important to the 

teaching and learning process (Cohen, Manion, and Morrison 2007). 

 Data simplification, data verification, and conclusion are the next steps in the 

process after data gathering. Inductive data analysis is used to examine the data from this 

investigation. This study identified the teachers’ euphemism and the roles of it in language 

learning. Next, the data was simplified in diagram to make it easier to understand. Before 

making a conclusion continuous checking of data accuracy and interpretation by member 

checking were conducted.     One method of qualitative content analysis is inductive 

content analysis, which gathers and examines data without the use of preexisting notions or 

classifications. This adaptability enables the researcher to use the data to inform their 

analysis in order to spot new themes, patterns, and ideas (Cohen et al. 2007).  

 

Result and Discussion 

Results 

This study aims to identify the euphemisms used by teachers in language instruction 

as well as the ways in which euphemisms aid in students' language acquisition. Figure 1 

displays the euphemisms used by language learning instructors. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1. The Teachers’ Euphemism 

 

There are 5 (five) utterances of euphemism of teachers in language learning those 

are (1) outspoken, (2) big boned, (3) curvy, (4) unique, and (5) special. 25 % students assert 

that the teachers use “outspoken” instead of “bossy”, “big boned” in place of “large”, 

“curvy” instead of “fat”, “unique” in preference to “odd or weird” and “special” in place of 

“conforming with expectations”. Teachers use euphemism in language learning in order 

that to avoid taboo words, to avoid losing face of the students, decrease the anxiety level of 

the students, and inspire the students. According to the student responses, 62.5 % believe 

that the use of euphemisms is to avoid using taboo words, 12.5 % believe that it is to avoid 

losing face, 12.5 % believe that it reduces the students' anxiety level, and 12.5 % believe 

that it is to inspire them. Figure 2 illustrates the importance of euphemism. 
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Figure 2. The Important of Euphemism in Language Learning 

 

 

 
Figure 2. The importance of euphemism 

 

People use euphemisms to explain themselves in a more courteous manner (Yildiz 

2021). The act of replacing a phrase that might offend or suggest something unpleasant 

with one that is pleasant or inoffensive is known as euphemism  (H. Fauzi, Sukri, and 

Burhanuddin 2020). The aforementioned definitions clearly indicate avoiding specific 

social circumstances that involve tabooed words and expressions.  Euphemism has been 

used throughout history. To prevent seeming foolish or upsetting other people, it is used as 

a substitute for a hated expression (Nursilawati, Nurhasanah, and Triyadi 2021). However, 

in English, many of them are referred to be taboo phrases because their use is considered 

offensive in a certain social setting (Amiruddin and Jannah 2022a).   

 

Discussion 

  The following are the quotations of teachers’ euphemism in classroom.  

 

Y : Would you mind sharing us your views about learning? 

X : It is a process that can only happen in formal settings with no informal activities 

Y : That’s an interesting idea, but let’s think of another possibility 

 

 

Y: Would you tell us your family activities 

X: My father is pension, and my mother is no job 

Y: Ow..they are in golden year 

 

Y: Sorry, I am running a little because I have some problems with my bike.  

X: I hope your bike is okay 

 

The teachers’ euphemism as “that’s an interesting idea, but let’s think of another 

possibility, Ow..they are in golden year, and sorry, I am running a little” are utterances to 

get better meaning or euphemistic Meaning, and to avoid taboo words (you are wrong, they 

are old, and I am late). Euphemisms are words or phrases that are used to replace a disliked 

expression. They prevent the speaker, as well as the listener or a third party, from losing 

face (Kiling and Jurianto 2016). Euphemism has occurred in many forms throughout 

recorded history. To prevent the possibility of losing face, euphemisms might be used as an 

alternative to an unfavorable expression (Priani, Purwanto, and Riyanto 2021).  Avoiding 
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terms that may offend, offend, or otherwise upset readers or listeners is known as 

euphemism, and the items being euphemized are usually forbidden (Nursilawati et al. 

2021). Remarkably, euphemism is a type of language, term, phrase, or other form with a 

polite feeling of worth that someone uses in writing or while speaking to replace comments 

that other people find disagreeable and improper (Kiling and Jurianto 2016) and 

(Amiruddin and Jannah 2022b). 

Euphemism serves a variety of purposes. Euphemism serves the following 

purposes: (1) defense and avoiding offence (protective euphemism); (2) mystification and 

misrepresentation (underhand euphemism); (3) exaggeration and exaggeration (uplifting 

euphemism); (4) revelation and inspiration (provocative euphemism); (5) solidarity and 

aiding in the definition of the gang (cohesive euphemism); and (6) "enjoyment and 

amusement (ludic euphemism)." 

The most significant purpose of euphemisms is this one. To prevent a confrontation, 

the words employed signify insulting, vulgar, unpleasant, dreadful, and have a poor 

meaning and must be presented in another way, like using more delicate language (Priani et 

al. 2021). As an example, fat is replaced with a large bone. Through the use of polite and 

considerate conversation with speakers, it may maintain one's sense of self and foster a 

positive connection with the party (Mohammad Amiruddin, Evha Nazalatus, and Muh. 

Darrin 2022). The euphemism might be used to conceal anything, such as a condition that 

would cause anxiety in the patient or listener  (Damayanti, Andarwulan, and Aswadi 2019). 

Probably also because the diseases must be kept concealed from people who do not have 

access to them owing to their severity. 

Officials frequently fill their statements with euphemisms in order to deliver 

satisfying replies and avoid unintended consequences (H. Fauzi et al. 2020). The expression 

of a price increase, for instance, is often referred to as a price adjustment at a news 

conference. If the concept is rejected, the police will often declare that the person will be 

protected, lodged, questioned to replace incarceration, or arrested. 

 

Conclusion  

According to the study's findings and interpretations, teachers use five (five) 

euphemisms: (1) outspoken; (2) big-boned; (3) curvaceous; (4) distinctive; and (5) 

exceptional. 25% of pupils claim that the professors use words like "outspoken" instead of 

"bossy," "big boned" instead of "large," "curvy" instead of "fat," "unique" instead of "odd 

or weird," and "special" instead of "conforming to expectations." In language learning, 

teachers employ euphemisms to help pupils avoid taboo words, keep their dignity intact, 

reduce their fear, and motivate them. Based on their responses, 62.5 % of students say that 

euphemisms are used to avoid using words that are prohibited, 12.5 % say that they are 

used to avoid appearing foolish, 12.5% say that they reduce students' anxiety, and 12.5 % 

say that they are used to inspire students. In order to provide the most effective learning 

environment in the classroom, it recommends that teachers and other academic community 

members give pupils a language-friendly setting. Students will be better able to 

comprehend their culture as a result of the opportunity to engage with others and acquire 

pertinent knowledge. To provide students useful criticism and to regularly engage in casual 

connections, members of academic organizations are encouraged to be responsive. The 

study emphasizes the significance of metalinguistic awareness for educators, implying that 

deliberate euphemism usage might be a useful strategy for fostering a positive learning 
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environment. Future studies may examine the long-term effects of euphemistic feedback on 

student motivation and performance or compare the usage of euphemisms in other 

academic fields. 
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